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The Moorish Smoking-Room of Mr. Louis Barnes, Philadelphia, Pa. Designed and Executed by 
The Chapman Decorative Co. of Philadelphia. 
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DINING-ROOM IN THE HOME OF Mr. NATHAN SNELLINGBURG, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
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DECORATIVE ART IN PHILADELPHIA. 



PHILADELPHIA, the 
''city of brotherly 
Olove," and the " Quaker 
f- City," is above all else the 
I city of homes ; the apartment 
house and "flat" find little if 
any foothold here, where 
every home has its own roof- 
tree, be it "ever so humble," 
and only two and a half sto- 
ries above the sidewalk. 
Decorative art — and of the 
best classic order — certainly has found a foothold, as 
the interior herein illustrated will exemplify. A good 
classical foundation in decorative art is always pro- 
ductive of good and lasting results, and we are glad to 
say that the tendency of the present time, is in the 
direction, of the solid reliable styles; in fact rather 
towards the English than the French motifs. 

For comfortable "home" qualities the English meth- 
ods are certainly the best. While then there is un- 



questionably a fascinating daintiness and prettiness 
about the French styles, they seem to lack this one 
essential quality, to endear them to the home-loving 
public ; drawing-rooms, reception-rooms and apart- 
ments given over to the social side of life, are certainly 
beautified and enhanced by their adaptation, but for 
solid, luxurious comfort, combined with rich subdued 
coloring, the English decorative art takes the lead. 

The Chapman Decorative Co. of Philadelphia, to 
whom we are indebted for the interiors illustrated here- 
in, certainly understand the value of this " homely " 
principle; it matters not how elegant and elaborate, 
or how simple their work, it is all imbued with a senti- 
ment of simple classical elegance, that marks it instinct- 
ively as work of a high order. 

Our first illustration, the dining-room in the home of 
Mr. Nathan Snellingbuig, is a rich and well-conceived 
design of the Heraldic order. Here, the woodwork of 
dark antique oak, the walls hung with woven tapestry 
of appropriate design, the cove decorated with a border 
of rich Heraldic design, and the solid especially designed 
furniture, all combine to make a rich and handsome 
apartment. 

The portieres are made up of wide Vale corduroy, a 
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rich Gobelin blue in color. The color scheme is a rich 
low-toned harmony of olive tones, rich browns, and 
•deep blue; the ceiling, a rich low-toned salmon. 

The next design shows the Moorish smoking-room of 
Mr. Louis Barnes. The modern house does not lend 
itself readily to the charms of Oriental art; the square- 
ness of our rooms, and the abundance of light to be 
found therein, are not at all in harmony with the bare, 
■dark and irregular apartments of Eastern lands. 

Here unquestionable skill has been exercised. The 
walls have been treated in rich vellum tones to within 
eighteen inches of the ceiling ; here a frieze has been 
introduced giving the effect of small Moorish arches. 
Below this is a shelf, and the dado suggests in its treat- 
ment the Moorish tile work. The mantel and arch are 
worked in plaster, outlined with Moorish inscriptions. 
All the ornamental work on the ceiling and walls, are 
strict reproductions of fine specimens of the rich Moor- 
ish form and coloring. The tiles on face of mantel are 
in green and white, the draperies are elegant Kiskellam 
rugs, and the sumptuous all-upholstered furniture cov- 
ered with rugs in the same quality and coloring. 

The gentleman's cafe at the popular Hotel Bellevue, 
is carried out, both in design and coloring, in the best 
epoch of the Empire style — the latest and richest period. 



Here, both the coloring and detail have been worked 
out with close fidelity to existing models, and the re- 
sult is elegant and sumptuous, beyond the power of pen 
to describe, as such a room — to be fully appreciated — 
needs the presence of color to do it full justice. The 
plaster walls are painted a rich Pom peian red, empanelled 
by a border in low bas-relief, finished with Roman 
gold, and relieved by a background of deep green. 

The alcove is covered by a dome, finished in Roman 
gold, set off by characteristic ornaments in low relief. 
The simple curtains are of deep green silk, relieved in 
the valance only, by a Grecian border worked in gold, 
and the woodwork is rich deep-toned mahogany, the 
carvings of which are picked out with gold. 

The Chapman Decorative Co. certainly deserve the 
high position they hold in this line of work in Philadel- 
phia. Their work is marked, not only by a strict ad- 
herence to what is correct and good in art, but by a 
careful oversight and attention to the many little acces- 
sories that go toward the making up of a complete deco- 
rative scheme, as it is in a great measure, the little things 
in this class of work that, if well combined, bring about 
satisfactory conclusions in the ultimate results. 




Empire Cafe in the Hotel Bellevle, Philadelphia, Pa. Designed and Executed by 
The Chapman Decorative Co. ok Philadelphia. 



